MES PTO MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 7, 2011

In Attendance:

Ashley Edwards

Dr. Rita Mullins




Chris Leary


Diane Tyner




Joanna Mudge

Kristen Varner




Eileen Bates


Patricia Rodriguez 




Audra Butts


Sharon Phelps




LeAnn Williams

Roberta Carpenter




Laura Allen


Christy Walsh




Shelley Bandy

Upcoming Schedule of Events:



September  


T-shirt sales kickoff




September 16  

Sally Foster fundraiser ends




October 5, 9am

Next MES PTO meeting




October 21, 5-7pm

Fall Festival




October


Book Fair




October 29


Run Around the Block




November 16


Fall Hospitality Luncheon





February 2012

Desserts for Teachers & Staff




May 9, 2012


Hospitality Luncheon

**  Diane Tyner is our new PTO-staff liaison. Her updates include a request from Ms. Hyatt for library and Book Fair volunteers. 

A. TREASURER’SREPORT  -  Chris Leary to Eileen Bates
1. Chris Leary graciously returned to tally up and turn over all financial information for MES to Eileen Bates, our new PTO Treasurer.
2. After adding Booster funds received this year to the funds saved from 2010-2011, our account balance stands at approximately $7,400.

3. Joanna Mudge suggested Dr. Mullins send out an Alert Now reminding parents to turn in their Booster Club donations ASAP.

4. Booster funds from 2010-2011 totaled $2,575; this year Boosters have brought in $1,800 so far to the school.
5. Dr. Mullins requested that MES PTO purchase a SmartBoard ($1,400) for new 5th grade math teacher Ms. DeVan. She volunteered to appropriate a portion of the MES Buildings & Grounds funds to purchase additional SmartBoards for Ms. Tyner and another English teacher. A motion was made and carried to complete the purchase of Ms. DeVan’s SmartBoard.
B. SALLY FOSTER  -  Eileen Bates
1. Eileen needs volunteers to reconcile all funds raised through the Sally Foster fall fundraiser. Helpers will meet in the cafeteria to work on Friday, September 16, 8:30am.

C. HOSPITALITY  -  LeAnn Williams
1. LeAnn will elicit volunteers to make food for the first teachers’ luncheon at the next PTO meeting. All volunteers are welcome.

2. The luncheon will be November 16. Contributions should be delivered to the teachers’ lounge by 8:30 on the 16th.
D. GROUND BEAUTIFICATION  -  Christy Walsh

1. Christy Walsh has spent time cleaning up the school flowerbeds. She made several suggestions for the next month, including creating fall planters at the entrance, adding pinestraw to the beds, and painting the school’s brick entrance wall.

2. She suggested we ask Mr. Krauss to paint a mural on this wall.
E. FALL FESTIVAL  -  Brenda Rocci
1. The Fall Festival has been set for October 21, 5-7pm. Brenda needs LOTS of volunteers to make this festival a success.

2. Ms. Hyatt will run the Book Fair during the Festival to boost sales.

F. YEARBOOK  -  Susan Merrell
1. Ms. Merrell, an MES 5th grade teacher, has agreed to take over the yearbook this year, after RuamiPerri’s transfer to a full-time art teaching position in Beaufort. 

2. As a degreed graphics artist, Ms. Merrell is uniquely qualified to handle the challenges of creating a beautiful yearbook for staff & students. Thank you, Ms. Merrell!

3. Strawbridge Studios comes to MES the last week in September to take class 7 individual photos.

G. CHICK-FIL-A  -  Joanna Mudge
1. Joanna Mudge has agreed to take over the Chick-Fil-A fundraiser for MES.

2. Joanna M. brought new information to the PTO about this partnership opportunity; new this year, Chick-Fil-A days will be an all-day fundraising op, held the 2nd Wednesday of each month!

3. Joanna M. will be copying fliers from Chick-Fil-A to send out in students’ folders and has procured new advertising signage to use on fundraiser days at the school. She asked Dr. Mullins to send out an Alert Now message reminder. 

4. MES will receive 10% of funds raised up to $700, or 15% of funds raised in the $700-$1,000 range. 
5. Parents & staff making purchases MUST SAY “THIS IS FOR MOREHEAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL”.

6. Joanna M. will need volunteers to man the “Spin the Wheel” game, a 100% MES profit endeavor.

7. The Chick-Fil-A fundraiser begins in October.

H. BOX TOPS  -  Pamela Sproul

1. Pamela Sproul is taking over the Box Tops fundraiser this year.

2. Dr. Mullins will sponsor ice cream competitions for collecting Box Tops, maybe at the 9 week periods.

I. ADDITIONAL FUNDRAISERS
1. “Run Around the Block” – Lt. Thomas of the “Blockade Runner”, Coast Guard
2. Lt. Thomas wants to partner with MES for a 5K run fundraiser on October 29. More details will be available at the next meeting.

3. Eileen B. and Patricia Rodriguez suggested we create a “Turkey Trot” fun run. Upon further investigation, they believe that endeavor would be better planned & manned if it is undertaken during the summer for the next school year.

4. Little Caesar coupon books are still available for purchase or selling through the office. Each book is $5 and pays for itself after using the 1st coupon to get freebies. They will be available for purchase at the Fall Festival.

5. Audra Butts asked when we will be planning MES school dances and offered to help organize them. She reminded the group that all monies raised at the dances go to the teachers’ classrooms. A schedule will be made at the next PTO meeting about when the dances will occur.

J. MES T-SHIRTS  -  Kristen Varner, Joanna Mudge, & Laura Allen
1. Kristen Varner, Joanna Mudge, & Laura Allen has agreed to take over the MES T-shirt sales from Katie Champigne.

2. This year MES will be using Swann Island Graphics, located beside Carolina Sports, to create the T-shirts. Swann Island has suggested several new graphics designs for this year, and the team will be meeting with the company to select colors and appropriate graphics on Wednesday, Sept. 14.

3. MES PTO can markup sales for each shirt by approximately 50% for a great profit. An initial order will be placed at the onset of sales, then additional small orders will be sent to the company as they come in. 
4. MES will offer short-sleeved T-shirts, long-sleeved T-shirts, zip-up hoodies, and magnets for sale at the Fall Festival and will be available for purchase at the MES front office. Prototypes will be on display in the school.

5. Swann Island said orders are usually turned around in 7-10 days.
***  NEXT MES PTO MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5TH AT 9AM.  ALL PARENTS & VOLUNTEERS ARE URGED TO ATTEND.
